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21 articles approved at Meeting 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


HAMPDEN — More than 
100 Hampden residents trav- 
eled along Wilbraham Road on 
Monday evening, making their 
way to Thornton Burgess Mid- 
dle School for the Annual Town 
Meeting. 

Out of 23 warrant articles, 
21 were approved, many with 
little discussion. Several items, 
however, sparked considerable 
dialogue, as attendees and town 
officials voiced contrasting 
opinions over the course of the 
two-and-a-half-hour meeting. 

One of the most heavily-dis- 
cussed articles pertained to the 
Highway Department’s request 
for a $300,000 appropriation to 
complete the expansion of the 
highway garage on Main Street. 
Board of Selectmen member 
John Flynn considers the appro- 
priation to be essential. 

“It is a critical need for the 
town,” said Flynn. “Going for- 
ward, the equipment we’re get- 
ting won’t fit in the town garage. 
The trucks we’re getting now 
don’t fit through the doors. We 
have equipment that’s outside 
being stored. This garage has 
been around since 1938.” 

Prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, residents approved 
a separate $300,000 appropri- 
ation, which was expected to 
fund the entirety of the project. 
Over the past 15 months, costs 
of supplies have skyrocketed, 
and the need for further funding 
entered the fold. 

One resident questioned the 
request, noting that the town al- 
ready allotted $500,000 to pav- 
ing in the Fiscal Year 2022 bud- 
get. The resident asked if that 
money could be used instead 
on the garage expansion; Town 
Moderator Rick Green offered 
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A row of residents vote in favor of a warrant article at the Hampden Annual Town Meeting on May 10. 


an explanation. 

“The money that comes 
from the pavement account 
is designated to paving,” said 
Green. “The money that comes 
from the state is for highway 
infrastructure improvement, but 
it is not to be used for building 
expansion or anything of that 
nature.” 

Green stated that the paving 


costs were decided upon only 
after extensive deliberation. Fly- 
nn revealed that the Hampden is 
actually saving money when it 
comes to paving its roads. 

“This 1s actually a consider- 
able decrease from the paving 
that we used to do. The town 
was spending northwards of 
$600,000 on paving on an annu- 
al basis. Right now, we’re drop- 


ping that number,” said Flynn. 

Funding for the expansion 
was approved, as the vast ma- 
jority of residents voted in favor 
of the allotment. 

On Monday evening, the 
Hampden Fire Department 
learned that it will receive a new 
vehicle, costing $55,384. Fire 


Please see MEETING, page 5 





Hampden approves FY 2022 budget 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


HAMPDEN -— On the eve- 
ning of May 10, Hampden 
residents approved the town’s 
Fiscal Year 2022 budget during 
an Annual Town Meeting held 
inside the Thornton W. Burgess 
Middle School auditorium at 85 
Wilbraham Road. 

As was recommended by the 
Hampden Advisory Committee, 
the grand total of the FY 2022 
budget amounts to $14,859,458. 
In comparison to FY 2021, 
the total budget increase is 
$339,000. 

Over the course of nearly 
an hour, Town Moderator Rick 
Green highlighted more than 70 
separate line items. Prior to the 
discussion, Advisory Commit- 
tee Co-Chair Carol Fitzgerald 


“The departments 
did a great job of 
providing all of 
the information 
that we needed 
and were very 
diligent” 

— Carol Fitzgerald 


provided residents with a gener- 
al financial update. 

“T want to give you a lay of 
the land here before we get roll- 
ing into the budget,” said Fitz- 
gerald. “The Advisory Com- 


mittee has been meeting pretty 
much weekly since January to 
meet with departments and to 
go over their different budgets.” 

The Advisory Committee 
requested that each department 
submit a level-services bud- 
get to ensure that the town can 
continue to provide the variety 
of services that residents are ac- 
customed to. 

“The departments did a great 
job of providing all of the infor- 
mation that we needed and were 
very diligent,” said Fitzgerald. 

In the months leading up to 
Monday’s meeting, the Advi- 
sory Committee met regularly 
with Town Accountant Cliff 
Bombard, Treasurer Richard 
Patullo and the Board of Select- 
men. 

Currently, Hampden’s Stabi- 
lization Account has a balance 


of $1,262,885. The Commu- 
nity Preservation Account has 
$371,649, and the Conservation 
Trust Account has $19,605. 

The Advisory Committee 
recommended $14,859,458 in 
total budget expenditures, build- 
ing off FY2021, when a total of 
$14,520,027 was appropriated. 
The committee supported all of 
the lines that were identified in 
the budget. 

“We took a lot of time to un- 
derstand the needs of each de- 
partment,’ said Fitzgerald. 

The largest expenditure in 
the FY2022 budget entails a 
$7,542,467 appropriation to the 
“Total Regional School Dis- 
trict” account. 

A total of $1,658,219 will be 
set aside for accounts related to 


Please see HAMPDEN, page 13 








Ganem 
self-reported 
to Ethics 
Commission 


Hired daughter, wite 
to help teachers 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WILBRAHAM — Hampden 
Wilbraham Regional School Dis- 
trict Dr. Al Ganem announced 
during his report to the School 
Committee on May 6 that he 
had hired his wife and daughter 
briefly earlier in the school year 
to help with remote teaching 
without getting a ruling from the 
Ethics Commission or inform- 
ing the committee. He has since 
identified it as a possible conflict 
of interest and self-reported the 
situation on April 15 to the Eth- 
ics Commission and awaits its 
ruling. 

“T made a mistake,’ he said. 
“Everyone knew about _ this; 
there was no deliberate attempt 
to obfuscate.” He pointed out 
that both family members share 
his last name and everyone knew 
who they were when they were 
hired. 

Ganem said there was a lot 
of pressure to get help for kin- 
dergarten teachers who had 125 
students during remote learning 
this year, and it was very difficult 
to find additional teaching help. 
Both his wife and daughter have 
licenses and are certified, he said, 
and in an effort to help the chil- 
dren and teachers, he chose to 
hire them a couple of days for a 
week for an hour or two a day. 

“T did what I thought was 
right for the School Department 
and the students,” he said. 

Under questioning by School 
Committee member Sean Ken- 
nedy, fellow committee member 
Patrick Kiernan said he was told 
of the situation in early Decem- 
ber, and immediately spoke to 
School Committee Chairman 
Sherrill Caruana about it. She 
then informed the district’s attor- 
ney, she said. 

Kennedy asked why it took 
until April to report it and until 
May to make it public if some 
School Committee members 
knew in December, but Ganem 
changed the subject. 

Kennedy again tried to ask 
the question, but Caruana said 
it would not be good practice to 
discuss the situation in further 
detail. “Ok, ignore me and move 
on, but I thought it was a good 
question,” Kennedy said. Caru- 
ana said the lawyer may want 
members to discuss it in an Ex- 
ecutive Session meeting. 

“This flew under everyone’s 
radar,’ said School Committee 
member William Bontempi.” 
There’s plenty of blame to go 


Please see ETHICS, page 13 
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B® NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


Dalton’s 
Introduction 


Hello Hamp- 
den and Wilbra- 
ham, I hope ev- 
eryone is well and 
staying healthy. 

My name is 
Dalton Zbierski 
and, beginning 
with this edition, 
I am embarking 
on a new adven- 
ture, as Editor 
of the Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden 





Dalton Zbierski, 
26, from Stafford 
Springs, Conn., 


Times. Is beginning this 

As a Staff week as Editor of 
Writer for Turley the Wilbraham- 
Publications, ’'ve | Hampden Times. 


had the privilege 

of covering both 

communities off and on since early 
2019 and know that there is so much 
more to learn. 

To the residents and readers, I’m 
very excited to make your acquain- 
tance. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out 
via email at dzbierski@turley.com. 

I look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Thank you and be well, 

Dalton Zbierski, Editor 
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Community invited’ 
to honor seniors during parade 


Residents and 
supporters can line 
route May 21 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WILBRAHAM/HAMP- 
DEN — Last year’s parade 
for graduating seniors was so 
much fun there will be anoth- 
er this year for 2021 Hamp- 
den- Wilbraham Regional 
High School seniors on Fri- 
day, May 21, at 6:30 p.m. 

“We did it last year and 
the kids really enjoyed it, 
the whole community came 
out to support them,’ said 
HWRHS Principal Stephen 
Hale. “Tons of people were 
cheering them on.” 

Hale said the school 
thought community members 
in Hampden and Wilbraham 
might want to get outside for 
a good cause after the long 
year of COVID-19 restric- 
tions. Just as COVID-19 is- 
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sues led the school last year to 
develop the parade, the same 
conditions led them to plan a 
second one this year as a way 
to keep everyone safe while 
they celebrate the students’ 
milestone. 

Students and their drivers 
will assemble at Minnechaug 
at 6 p.m., and the Wilbraham 
Police and Fire Departments, 
as well as the Hampden Po- 
lice and Fire Departments, 
have all agreed to help out to 
keep everyone safe. 

“We are welcoming and 
inviting members of the com- 
munities to line the parade 
route and wish our seniors 
well, and keeping a social 
distance from each other and 
wearing masks are encour- 
aged to keep everyone safe,” 
he said. 

“This 1s a great commu- 
nity event for Hampden and 
Wilbraham,” Hale said. “With 
our busy roads we are so 
grateful to our public safety 
departments for being avail- 
able to keep us safe; they re- 
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ally make this possible.” 

Hale said students get 
very creative with chairs or 
hammocks in the back of 
their vehicles as their friends 
or family members drive the 
vehicles to keep them safe. It 
allows the seniors to focus on 
the crowd and have fun wav- 
ing to everyone, he said. 

The route the school has 
planned out is as follows: 
The cars will leave Min- 
nechaug via Main Street 
and go left towards Boston 
Road. Then go left on Boston 
Road, to Stony Hill, left on 
Stony Hill to Hampden, left 
on Allen St. to Main Street, 
left on Main Street. The turn 
around point will be at Green 
Meadows School, then it will 
head back down Main Street 
to Allen Street. It will then 
turn right on Allen Street to 
Wilbraham Road, then right 
on Wilbraham Road back to 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School. 


Annual election to be held 
on May 17 


Only selectman’s seat contested 


By Eileen Kennedy 


Staff writer 


HAMPDEN - The Annual Town Election will take place 
on Monday, May 17, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., at Hampden 
Town Hall, with only one contested race. 

The contested race is for one, three-year term for the 
Board of Selectmen. Mary Ellen Glover, of 4 Northview 
Terrace, is running for re-election and is being challenged 
by Craig A. Rivest, of 85 North Road. 

Also on the ballot is one, three-year term for a seat on 
the Board of Assessors, which is being sought by Norman 
F. Charest, of 523 Main St., who is seeking re-election; one, 
three-year term for the Hampden- Wilbraham Regional 
School Committee, which is being sought by Michal Eliza- 
beth Boudreau, of 33 Hickory Lane, who is already on the 
board, and Library Trustee Kathleen A. Rochford, of 359 
Main St., who is seeking re-election to a three-year term. 

There are two, three-year seats on the Park Commission, 
and Daniel Slattery, of 26 Steepleview Drive, is running for 
re-election, and Brett Castellano, of 22 Mohawk Drive, is 


Madison Lee Pixley, of 172 Ames Road, is running for 
re-election to a five-year seat on the Planning Board, and 
Carol J. Collins, of 721 Main St., is running for re-election 
to a five-year seat on the Hampden Housing Authority. 





May 13, 2021 


Wilbraham 
Annual Town 
Meeting 
Update 


On May 10, Hampden and 
Wilbraham both held Annual 
Town Meetings, simultane- 
ously occurring at 7 p.m. 

With the knowledge that 
Wilbraham Public Access has 
recorded the meeting, it was 
decided that extensive cover- 
age of Wilbraham’s Annual 
Town Meeting will be fea- 
tured in the May 20 edition 
of the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times. 

Thank you for your pa- 
tience and understanding. 

Dalton Zbierski, Editor 
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Conservation Fund opposed 





Hampden Historical Commission 
Co-Chair Connie Whit speaks 

to residents on May 10 as Town 
Moderator Rick Green observes 
from the podium. 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


HAMPDEN — Historical Com- 
mission Co-Chair Connie Whit spon- 
sored one of the most heavily-dis- 
cussed items during Hampden’s 
May 10 Annual Town Meeting, held 
at Thornton Burgess Middle School 
on Wilbraham Road. 

Whit unsuccessfully request- 
ed that residents vote to raise and 
appropriate or transfer $9,300 for 
a Conservation Fund, enabling the 
establishment of a National Regis- 
ter Historic District in the center of 
Hampden. 

‘“We’ve decided to ask for Com- 
munity Preservation money for the 
research needed to apply National 
Register [Historic] District,’ said 
Whit. “This is, basically, just for 
recognition that the town matters 
and that the village of Hampden 
matters. Over 30 nationwide studies 
have shown that National Register 
[Historic] Districts increase property 
values.” 

Whit said that more than 900 
National Register Historic Districts 
exist in the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts. National Register listings 
document the significance of historic 
buildings, districts, structures, sites 
and objects. 

If a historic district were to be 
recognized in Hampden, the town 
would become eligible for grant as- 
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The majority of the Hampden Advisory Committee opposed a failed warrant 
article that sought $9,300 to pursue the establishment of a National Register 


Historic District in Hampden. 


sistance. 

In Hampden, the district would 
lie in the vicinity of Main Street and 
Scantic Road. Eighty-seven private 
residences would exist in the district. 

Unfortunately for Whit, she was 
unable to speak to property owners 
at every residence prior to Monday 
evening’s meeting. The Advisory 
Committee did not share in Whit’s 
enthusiasm. 

“We have a complicated recom- 
mendation. We have a split decision 
with three voting for negative action, 
one for favorable action and one ab- 
stention,’ said Advisory Committee 
Co-Chair Carol Fitzgerald. 

Many residents were off put by 
the lack of details that the public 
received leading up to the meeting. 
Advisory Committee member Paul 
Gagliarducci made his hesitation 
known. 

“This could be such an important 
project to the 87 homeowners that I 
thought there should be some more 
public hearings on this. I don’t think 
there was enough information that I 
was comfortable with,” said Gagliar- 
ducci. 

Board of Selectmen member 
John Flynn identified another prob- 
lem in Whit’s presentation. 

“Everybody in town works with 
the green sheets; this wasn’t in the 
green sheets,” said Flynn. “My con- 
cern is that there a lot of people on 
this list here, who have no idea that 
this is happening. I would recom- 
mend reaching out to more people 
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and bringing this back in the fall.” 

Advisory Committee Co-Chair 
Doug Boyd also expressed his disap- 
proval of Whit’s request. 

Boyd does not believe that ac- 
quiring funding to repair several 
buildings justifies the potential prob- 
lems that the district could entail 
down the line. 

“Speaking for myself, I’m not in 
support of this,” said Boyd. “My con- 
cern is that the designation of any- 
thing under the state or federal dis- 
trict comes with some consequences. 
[Whit] outlined what is known as of 
now, but ’'m not comfortable with 
the designation without a more defi- 
nite benefit to the town.” 

Kathy Pessolano was the sole Ad- 
visory Committee member in favor 
of the motion. Her background as an 
educator influenced her stance on the 
item. 

“As a former history teacher, I 
can tell you that it’s very important 
for children and students; before 
they go where they’re going, they 
have to know where they came from 
and where they’ve been. Part of that 
is knowing the history of the town of 
Hampden,” said Pessolano. 

When the vote was taken, the 
vast majority of residents opposed 
Whit’s motion. Whit now must table 
the item until a later date; she was 
shocked by the outcome. 

“There’s 87 houses. I went to at 
least 50. I don’t know what else I 
could have done,” said Whit. 
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The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


What value does a senior center bring to our community? 


By Diane Weston 
Guest columnist 


When you hear “senior cen- 
ter,’ you probably get a picture of 
a building filled with older adults 
playing cards, maybe doing an 
exercise class or sharing a meal. 
While the main goal of a senior 
center is to promote the wellbeing 
and socialization of older adults, it 
is actually a place that benefits our 
entire community, especially here 
in Wilbraham. Today I am focusing 
on the benefits to seniors. 

Did you know our center is the only social 
service agency in town? If anyone of any age 
needs fuel assistance, food stamps, housing or 
other services, the Senior Center is their first 
stop. Our Veteran’s Agent office is housed in 
their building. Staff is available for wellness 
checks, working with our social worker and 
Greater Springfield Senior Services to help 
keep our elders safe and in their homes. They 
work closely with our own public safety offi- 
cials, cutting down on emergency calls to po- 
lice and fire. This service increased during the 
last year due to COVID-19, when staff was 
also delivering groceries and prescriptions and 





Speaking of COVID-19, many of us felt 
isolated and anxious during this past year. We 
were unable to see friends or family easily or 
at all, scared to visit the grocery store or doc- 
tor’s office, finding it difficult to fill our days 
without our normal activities or conversations. 
Imagine if that was your life all the time. For 
many seniors, social isolation is an everyday 
occurrence. Where to go to speak with your 
peers? What if I just want to spend some time 
around people? Even in pre-COVID days 
where would you go? A coffee shop? Restau- 
rant? 

Our Senior Center can provide a space to be 
social by sharing a meal, class or other activ- 
ity with a lot of folks or maybe just a few, for 


free. It provides a space for those of 
us who don’t make friends easily or 
have a large social network. Imagine 
being able to work on a jigsaw puz- 
Zle (how many of us did puzzles in 
lockdown!) , play pool or sit and knit 
or crochet with like-minded folks. 
Those activities can lead to conver- 
sation or not without social pressure. 
Maybe just a place to read the paper 
and have a cup of coffee without be- 
ing alone. There are many studies 
done on the effects of social isolation 
on physical and mental health. 

A larger Senior Center is a must for our 
community. Currently the population of 
our town aged 60 and older is over 35% and 
growing. Unlike in the past, many of our old- 
er residents are choosing to remain in their 
homes. The Senior Center staff does an enor- 
mous amount of work in a very small space. 
If COVID-19 guidelines continue, there can- 
not realistically be any programs in the center. 
The largest room can hold a maximum of 12 
people, with the other rooms holding five and 
three. That is barely enough to hold a small 
meeting never mind an exercise class or meal. 
The Brown Bag program, which provides gro- 


checking on the homebound. 


Please see AGING, page 13 





Letters fo the Editor 
Just setting the record straight 


In Support of a New 
Wilbraham Senior Center 


For years, there has been a burgeoning need for a new 
senior center. As stated in a prior letter to the editor, Wil- 
braham residents age 60 and over compromised approx- 
imately 38% of the town’s adult population in 2020. A 
study by the UMass Donahoe Institute projected Wilbra- 
ham’s elderly population to grow an additional 30% by 
2030. Clearly, people are aging in place. 

I moved to Wilbraham from California in 1987, never 
dreaming that I would stay well into my senior years, let 
alone find myself advocating for a new senior center. I 
stayed here long after my three children had graduated 
from the public schools because I love the town. Wilbra- 
ham has demonstrated a unique ability to grow to meet 
the needs of its citizens, while still retaining it’s small 
town charm. 

In Support of a New Wilbraham Senior Center. 

Of note, based on the town’s preliminary funding 
plan, there is no expectation of additional taxpayer costs 
to build a new senior center. 

The current Wilbraham senior center, located in space 
rented from the YMCA, allocates less space per senior 
than neighboring towns, including Palmer, East Long- 
meadow, Hampden and Monson. 

At times, our elderly have had to travel to neighbor- 
ing senior centers to access vital services. A new senior 
center will contribute significantly to the quality of life 
for the citizens of Wilbraham. 

There is an epidemic of loneliness 
in our society, particularly among the 
elderly and isolated. Senior centers are 
a welcoming place for those who wish 
to remain active, engaged, and inde- 
pendent. They provide support services 
including socialization, education, and 
nutrition to seniors, and are a valuable 
resource to families and caregivers. 

In addition, a new senior center 
would be available for use by other 
community groups such as veterans, 
various clubs in town, for town elec- 
tions, and as rentable space to support 
operation of the center. 

Carol Hansen, 


Wilbraham 


_ visit us at 
wilbrahamhampden 
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In a recent published letter to the 
editor regarding the pending lawsuit 
between the Town of Hampden and the 
Regional School Committee, former 
Judge Robert Howarth made several in- 
accurate statements that require correc- 
tion. 

Mr. Howarth characterized the law- 
suit as, “the frivolous lawsuit filed by 
Mrs. Glover and others.” The fact is the 
lawsuit was not filed by Mrs. Glover. It 
was filed by the then-Hampden Board of 
Selectmen, consisting of Mr. John Fly- 
nn, Mr. Norm Charest and Mr. Vincent 
Villamaino, on behalf of the Town. It 
was not filed not by Mrs. Glover, as Mr. 
Howarth claims. 

At the time of the filing of the law- 
suit by the Selectmen, then-Chairman 
Villamaino, speaking for the Selectmen 
stated, “The Town of Hampden is ask- 
ing the court for protection for itself, 
its residents and students in order to 
enforce the right to an equitable and 
excellent education at facilities within 
the Town of Hampden as promised un- 
der the agreement.” Those words re- 


main the basis of the lawsuit. It should 
also be noted that two town meetings 


Wp. GoM 


over which Mr. Howarth presided as 
Moderator voted to endorse and fund 
the litigation. 

In his letter, Mr. Howarth went on 
to say, “ The only count open is a 
claim for attorney’s fees”. 

That is not accurate; claims for vio- 
lation of good faith and fair dealing, as 
well as estoppel, are open and pending 
before the court. 

Lastly, it is important to point out 
that the Nov 30, 2020 meeting, referred 
to by the former judge, I, as Chairman of 
the Board of Selectmen, after discussion 
with the other Board members, ruled he 
could not participate. It was an execu- 
tive session with our attorney. We were 
well aware of Mr. Howarth’s opinion 
and, not withstanding his background, 
he is not a party to the litigation. There- 
fore, it would have been inappropriate 
to have him or anyone else with similar 
status participate in confidential discus- 
sions of litigation strategy at that time. 

Just setting the record straight. 

Donald Davenport, 

Hampden Board of Selectmen Chair 
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
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correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
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rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a Cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
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submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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MEETING from page 1 lectmen to move emergency dispatch services 
a out of the town of Hampden without first at- 
Chief Ed Poulin divulged that the new appara- taining the agreement of the majority of voters 
tus will allow the department to retire two ag- present at Town Meeting.” said Smith, who did 
ing vehicles, a 2013 Ford Explorer anda 1986 acknowledge the legality and finality of the |. 
pick-up truck, both of which would require sig- — hgard’s decision. : 
nificant repairs. . _ Board of Selectmen Chair Donald Daven- [gee 
Residents also voted in favor of painting the port reminded attendees that the consolidation 
exterior of Academy Hall. The Historical Soci- wi] save Hampden approximately $1.3 million 
ety has pledged $10,000 for the work, and the over the next five years. 
town will appropriate an additional $7,000. Davenport and fellow board member Flynn 
The low bid on the project was $12,440. voted in favor of the consolidation in January. 
The $4,560 above the bid will be set aside for Board member Mary Ellen Glover opposed the 
contingencies in the case that further work is original motion, but reaffirmed that the decision 
required to remediate lead paint. — was made in accordance to Open Meeting Law. 
_ The last article of the night gained no trac- “T did not vote for this motion, but I will tell 
tion. James Smith, a Hampden resident, took you that the process was thorough, extensive 
issue with the Board of Selectmen’s decisiontoO and took more than a year of discussion,” said 
consolidate dispatch services with Wilbraham — GJover. “I think it’s inaccurate to present this in | 
ee ante pin vege one djs. ie light that Mr. Smith has done. I think [the [assis ap 
vole for the town to express strong Gis- Board of Selectmen] is committed to makin . 
approval of the decision by the Board of Se- decisions that are in i. town’s best nee more Wen ee 
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raveled to Thornton Burgess Middle School on 
Monday evening to participate in the Hampden Annual Town Meeting. 


————— 
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B OBITUARIES 





Death 
Notices 


Benoit (Kissel), 
Violet Alice 
Died: May 3, 2021 
Services are Private 


Magarian, Charles A. 
Died: May 5, 2021 
Wilbraham Funeral 

Home is in charge of the 
arrangements 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





Family Owned 


Violet Alice (Kissel) Benoit 


Violet Alice (Kissel) 
Benoit lived a full life in 
her 96 years. Born in Stat- 
en Island to immigrants 
from Slovakia, she grew 
up during the Depression 
and learned to live simply 
and with gratitude for what 
she had, like drinking cof- 
fee and eating rye bread 
with her father in the early 
morning hours, and sled- 
ding and skating with all the neighborhood kids. 

She attended Ithaca College during war time 
where she studied all things physical, graduat- 
ing in 1946 with a bachelor’s degree in science, 
and her sights on teaching physical education. 
She met her husband, Dave, during a reunion 
weekend and they married soon after to begin 
their life together. 

They had six children over 16 years and lived 
in Baltimore, southern Germany, and Staten Is- 
land before settling in western Massachusetts 
in the late 50s. Violet returned to her work as a 
physical education teacher in 1960, and gave her 
energy and enthusiasm to the girls at Birchland 
Park Junior High School in East Longmeadow 
for about 25 years. 

Violet loved to ski and she gave that gift to all 
of her children. She also could clear the dance 
floor when she stepped onto it with her husband 
and a Glenn Miller tune. She loved flowers and 
birds, gardening and travel, a good story and a 
reason to celebrate. Her final party raged from 
1 to 4 a.m. two weeks before she passed, and 
included her best friend, Bridget, her dog friend, 
Lenny, light-up hats and lots of funky music. 

She is now free and reunited with her hus- 
band of 74 years, two of her children (Jeanne 
and Glenn), her family of origin and many be- 
loved pets. Those who remain to carry on her 
spirit include her children, Suzanne, Scott, 
Dave, and Robin and (chosen daughter) Bridget, 
seven grandchildren and eight great-grandchil- 
dren. She would remind you all to enjoy every 
moment. 

Services for Violet will be private and at the 
convenience of the family. Wilbraham Funeral 
Home is in charge of the arrangements. 


T.J. 





BARK MULC 


INC. 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 





Since 1985 
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Flagging of Veterans Graves in 
the Town of Hampden 


HAMPDEN — 


supply allows. 


As we approach the Memorial Day weekend, and you observe 
your loved ones Grave Site has not been flagged, please do not 
hesitate to call the VFW or myself giving your telephone # so 
we may contact you to identify the Grave Site. We make every 
effort to assure all Veterans are Honored with a Flag but some- 
times during the year Veterans Graves Markers are knock down 
by Lawn Maintenance or mother nature, and we miss a grave site. 

Don Talbot Hampden VFW Post Adjutant / Veterans Grave 
Officer, 413 566 5881 /413 668 6004 VFW 413 566 8797 


Members of the Hampden VFW Post 9397 will 
start Flagging Graves of Veterans in Our Town Cemeteries. 

Our mission is to Flag all Veterans Graves by Memorial Day. 
We will also replace missing and broken the grave markers as our 
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Dakin humane society to present 
onsite thrift shopping event 


SPRINGFIELD, MA — Dakin Humane 
Society will offer a variety of items from 
its thrift shop for sale to the public onsite at 
171 Union Street in Springfield on Saturday, 
May 15 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All 
proceeds from the sale will benefit Dakin’s 
animals and programs. 

The event will feature indoor shopping. 
Shoppers will receive a $5 discount on each 
$20 purchase, and a $10 discount on each 
$40 purchase. Mid- and large-sized animal 
crates are exempt from that discount, but 
will be sold at 50% off sticker price. Twenty 
shoppers at a time will be allowed into the 
thrift shop in the atrium of the building, and 
purchases must be made with cash, debit 
or credit cards. No personal checks will be 
accepted. All items on sale are either brand 
new or gently used, and all sales are final. 

The event takes place less than two 
weeks after Dakin launched Home Again - 
the Shop at Dakin, an online shopping site 
on the Shopify platform. Dakin already has 
an Ebay thrift store online. The virtual shop- 
ping sites allow Dakin’s customers to pur- 
chase discounted items from the thrift shop, 
which has been temporarily closed since the 
height of the pandemic in 2020. 

“While it was understandable that 
we'd have to temporarily close the thrift 
shop to remain COVID-compliant, it 
was a big disappointment for our com- 
munity,” stated Carmine DiCenso, Da- 
kin’s executive director. “Shoppers real- 
ly enjoyed being able to buy any number 
of reasonably-priced items from pet sup- 
plies, toys and treats to gifts for family 
members or friends, knowing that the 
proceeds from sales support animals and 
community programs. Now, we can cel- 


ebrate the launch of another online shopping 
site and plan for the occasional onsite selling 
event like this until our doors can open again 
on a regular basis.” 

Dakin’s thrift shop, opened in 2009 when 
the organization moved into its Spring- 
field location, typically generates between 
$60,000-$75,000 in annual revenue from 
items donated by - and purchased by - the 
public. Among the many programs it sup- 
ports are Dakin’s Pet Food Aid Program, and 
both the Vaccine Clinic and Clinic PLUS, 
which provide affordable pet care options 
and keep people and pets together. Since its 
opening, the volunteer-run thrift shop has 
been overseen by the mother/daughter team 
of Pearl and Karen Patino, with the help of 
an ever-expanding committee. 

Home Again items can be viewed at bit. 
ly/HomeAgainDakin and its Ebay store can 
be found at https://www.ebay.com/usr/dak- 
inshop. 

Dakin’s adoption program, like its Com- 
munity Spay/Neuter Clinic, is by appointment 
only. To see an up-to-the-minute listing of 
pets available for adoption please visit https:// 
www.dakinhumane.org/adopt-a-pet.html 

Dakin Humane Society delivers effective, 
innovative services that improve the lives 
of animals in need and the people who care 
about them. In a typical year, the organization 
shelters, treats and fosters more than 20,000 
animals and has performed over 100,000 
spay/neuter surgeries since 2009, making it 
New England’s largest spay/neuter provider. 
Dakin is a local non-profit organization that 
relies solely on contributions from individu- 
als and businesses that care about animals to 
bring its services to the community. For more 
information, visit www.dakinhumane.org. 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 
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Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 
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You already have © li, 
what it takes 

to become a 

foster parent. 


We'll be there 
to guide you - 
so you can 
focus on 
supporting 
them. 


Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


Tree Trimming and Removal 
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service ¢ Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted « 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 ¢ office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 


Visit www.chd.org/fosterparent 
or call (413) 781-6556 to learn more 
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Childcare prioritized by American Families Plan 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Editor 


CHICOPEE — A cast of elect- 
ed officials arrived on Montgom- 
ery Street last Friday to visit with 
children at the Valley Opportuni- 
ty Council’s Early Education and 
Care Center. 

The May 7 gathering featured 
U.S. Sen. Ed Markey, MA Sen. 
Eric Lesser and Chicopee May- 
or John Vieau. All in attendance 
celebrated the American Families 
Plan, which was announced by 
President Joe Biden on April 28. 

“The American Family Plan; 
another [$1.8] trillion so that we 
vastly expand family-leave pol- 
icies [and] childcare policies in 
our country so that we see fam- 
ilies as part of the infrastructure 
of our country. We have to do 
everything we can to ensure that 
they can fully contribute to our 
great country and economy,” said 
Markey. 

If passed, the legislation will 
represent an investment in chil- 
dren and families throughout 
the country. The plan is the third 
part of Biden’s Build Back Bet- 
ter Initiative; $225 billion would 
be allotted to support of low and 
middle class families. 

“We have to take this as a 
challenge; as our FDR moment 
like it’s 1933,” said Markey. 

Despite receiving $15 mil- 
lion in COVID-19 relief money 
since the onset of the pandemic, 
VOC Executive Director Stephen 
Huntley noted that the Commu- 
nity Action Agency is losing ap- 
proximately $60,000 a month, as 
it stays open. 


Huntley believes that fund- 
ing from the American Fami- 
ly Plan will allow the VOC to 
continue pursuing its mission 
of serving residents throughout 
western Massachusetts. Huntley 
identified that early childhood 
educators, and the services they 
provide, are essential to the com- 
munities well-being. 

“They have been true heroes 
through all of this. We learned 
very early on [in the pandemic] 
that the economy without quality 
childcare openings 1s not an econ- 
omy. Really, the economy shut 
down. We, as a sector, reopened 
last July, and it’s no secret; you 
could start to see the economy 
coming back,’ said Huntley. 

Lesser, a father to three young 
children, understands the im- 
portance of early childhood care 
centers. 

Lesser said that the state was 
in a childcare crisis long before 
the pandemic. He feels strongly 
that the workforce cannot fully 
rebound until childcare services 
are made available for children 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

“It’s too expensive for fami- 
lies,’ said Lesser. “Families re- 
ally struggle to pay for childcare 
and pay for early education. We 
need to shift the mindset in this 
country. K-12 is publicly pro- 
vided; I feel strongly we have to 
make that universal down to age 
three or even earlier.” 

Lesser said that it’s been prov- 
en that children aged two, three 
or four-years-old, who receive 
quality educational access, go on 
to “do better’ in school, in life 
and in the job market. 


Parents, 


Grandparents 
& Friends 








SPECIAL 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





U.S. Sen. Ed Markey displays a 
drawing given to him by a group 
of children at the VOC’s Early 
Education and Care Center on 
May 7. 


“We know it pays for itself 
many times over in the future,” 
said Lesser. 

Moving forward, Lesser 
would like to see early childhood 
care professionals receive similar 
salaries to public school teachers. 
He believes that they are drasti- 
cally undercompensated. 

“Historically, it’s, unfortu- 
nately, been an unsung work- 
force. I think our early educators 
are heroes, but they’re underpaid. 
Historically, they’ve suffered 
from a lot of job insecurity and 
very insufficient benefits,’ said 
Lesser. 

Federal funding is key to 
making early education more 
equitable for low and middle 
class families. On Capitol Hull, 
Markey will continue to fight for 
the underdogs; families of young 
children, who are in dire need of 
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Sen. Ed Markey celebrates President Joe Biden’s announcement of 
the American Families Plan. 


tee 


(Ieee 
U.S. Sen. Ed Markey reads a story to children at the Valley 
Opportunity Council Early Education and Care Center last Friday, as 
MA Sen. Eric Lesser (left) and Chicopee Mayor John Vieau (right) 
follow along. 


assistance. 
“So many families have been 
under stress now for more than a 


year. It’s time to ask our country 
what it can do for you and your 
family,” said Markey. 





We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x3 Black & White Graduation Ad 


Regular Price-$65-00. 


SPECIAL $45. 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION June 2nd 


MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


EMAIL YOUR AD TO: 
jwalker@turley.com 
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Congratulations 


Carrie Smith Y 
We ake s MW 
vert 

you anid 


your 
accomplishments. | 
Good luck 

at Springfield 
College. 


Love Dad. Mom & John 
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Readers are encouraged to send in Ch A 


medium to high resolution photos 
for this page by e-mail to elinscott@ 
turley.com or mail to TIMES, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069. 
Please note that if you send us 
a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 
background. Examples: 
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain. 


BA COMMUNITY GALLERY 

















Representing Boy Scouts Troop 359, Perry Bechthold, Luke Whalen-Syiver, Christopher Sait Zack eave 
Joshua Lawrence and Eric Szymojko attended a plant sale in the parking lot of St. Cecilia Parish on May 8. 


The Common Grounds Cafe, 
of Wilbraham, has had a 
successful run after opening 
in 2011. 

Photo submitted by David Miles 





Elaine Holdsworth, 
of Wilbraham, 
often has various 
critters visiting her 
backyard as she 
lives adjacent to a 
conservation area. 
Here she was able 
to get a photo of a 
red squirrel along 
with a deer. 
submitted by Elaine 
Holdsworth an —— 

The Common Grounds Cafe of Wilbraham recently celebrated its 10th anniver 

Employees and supporters of the Common Grounds Cafe, of Wilbraham, celeh 

milestone; the café has now been open for a decade. 

Photo submitte 
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On May 10, Ali Aucoin of Wilbraham 
will turn 10-years-old. 
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Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


Please send to dzbierski@turley.com 








On May 1, Angie and Mary 
Jacque, of Tall Pines Road, 
in Hampden, caught a bear 
visiting their backyard 

and got a photo of him 
standing up to get access 
to bird feeders. 


submitted by 
Angie and Mary Jacque 
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Angie and Marty Jacque, rf 
of Tall Pines Road, in ies 
Hampden, had a seasonal ef 
visitor on May 1. Their pt 
granddaughter was visiting GAS, 
them atthe same time | ae. - : -\ Magers 
and enjoyed watching him Ve tt) oe “see Ch sj 
a polish off the bird seed. ‘i ~ ae =. Goat 
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Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7-5 ® Fri. 8-5 ¢ Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges 
85 Post Office Park e Digital X-Rays & Photographs 
Suite 8503 e Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine 


1¢ Wilbraham, MA 01095 ¢ Implant Restorations 
413-596-3881 e CareCredit - A convenient monthly payment plan 


Ei www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com e Most insurance plans accepted 
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Virtual optimism walk to raise funds to 
fight Parkinson’s Disease 


BOSTON — The American 
Parkinson’s Disease Association, 
Massachusetts Chapter, is hosting 
the APDA Massachusetts Virtual 
Optimism Walk on Saturday, May 
22. One of three virtual Optimism 
Walks happening on the same 
day, the Massachusetts Walk is 
part of a nationwide series of 
Optimism Walks that mobilize 
and inspire people to step up and 
help put an end to Parkinson’s 
disease. There are approximate- 
ly 1 million people living with 
the disease in the United States, 
and with more being diagnosed 
every day, it 1s more important 
than ever to raise essential funds 


and awareness. Each and every 
virtual participant will help make 
a difference for those living with 
the disease today and to push for 
answers that will ultimately make 
Parkinson’s Disease a thing of the 
past. 

Participants in the APDA 
Massachusetts Virtual Optimism 
Walk will join fellow walkers 
from Optimism Walks taking 
place in the Northwest region and 
Virginia. After an inspiring online 
opening ceremony and celebra- 
tion, participants in all three vir- 
tual events will walk separately, 
but together in solidarity.. Due 
to social distancing, participants 


will be encouraged to walk safe- 
ly on their own and share photos 
and comments using #Optimism- 
Walk, so they can still be uplift- 
ed and united by a great sense of 
community and camaraderie. 

To learn more and register for 
the APDA Massachusetts Virtu- 
al Optimism Walk, visithttps:// 
www.apdaparkinson.org/commu- 
nity/massachusetts/ or call (800) 
651-8466. 

For a full list of events and 
dates, including in-person walks 
taking place in the fall, visit the 
Optimism Walk section of the 
APDA website, at www.apdapar- 
kinson.org. 
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Velis speaks on 
Soldiers Home Bond Bill 


HOLYOKE -— Below is a 
May 6 statement from Senator 
John C. Velis regarding the con- 
ference committee that was ap- 
pointed for the Holyoke Soldiers’ 
Home Bond Bill. 

“Today a conference commit- 
tee was appointed to reconcile 
differences between the Senate 
and House’s versions of the Holy- 
oke Soldiers Home’ Bond Bill. 

AS we saw during each Cham- 
bers debate, support for the $400 
million needed to reconstruct the 
Soldiers’ Home facility is clear 
and resounding. There is no rea- 
son that the other differences be- 
tween the bills cannot be resolved 


Let us not forget that it 1s poli- 
ticians who send service members 
into harm’s way. The least we can 
do as politicians is ensure they 
are taken care of when they come 
home. It is critical that we get this 
bill to the Governor’s desk and 
secure federal ret1mbursement for 
this project. We cannot let some- 
thing this important fall through 
the cracks.” 

The Committee appointees 
are: Rep. Donald  Berthiau- 
me, Rep. Danielle Gregoire, Rep. 
Joseph Wagner. 

Senator Ryan Fattman, Sen- 
ator Paul Feeney, Senator Cindy 
Friedman. 
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Shift Your Mood to Happy In 
Seconds... The Life Hack You 
Won’t Be Disappointed With 


Do you feel like you are being pulled in a 
thousand different directions a day? 

Are you feeling stressed, or has some- 
thing happened to you in life that is really 
making you feel down in the dumps? What 
If I told you, you are able to change your 
entire mood in seconds and that you actu- 
ally have complete control over your state 
of mind? You would most likely roll your 
eyes in disbelief but read on and I promise 
a tip that will work! 

Everyday stress can be consuming for 
many of us. We are pulled in so many dif- 
ferent directions in life and sometimes is 
all seems like too much to handle. From a 
very young age we learn when to dial 911. 
We learn the universal sign for chocking, 
and to stop, drop, and roll should we ever 
catch on fire. The reality is, hopefully we 
never find ourselves in a situation where we 
need to call upon that knowledge. Yet fac- 
ing loss, dealing with change or hardship, 
and managing stress is something that are 
all bound to show up on our doorstep and 
we haven’t been taught the coping skills to 
manage when difficult times arrive. 

According to the American Institute of 
Stress, 73% of people report that stress 
impacts their mental health and 77% of 
people report stress affects their physical 
health. Long term stress is often a contrib- 
uting factor in many of the leading causes 
of death in the United Stated, including 
heart disease, cancer, lung disease, acci- 
dents, cirrhosis of the liver and suicide. 
Our ability to learn effective coping skills 
can literally save our lives. Our lives are 
not slowing down. 

While there are certainly life hacks, tech- 
niques and life changes that will assist us in 
reducing stress, eliminating all stress, hurt, 
or hardship is unrealistic. However, if you 


find yourself in a crummy mood or experi- 
encing challenges throughout your day, I’d 
like to share the following technique that 
will allow you some breathing room and 
will almost instantly put a smile on your 
face. 

Don’t buy into the limiting belief that 
you have to live with whatever mood you 
are in or believe that you are prone to un- 
happiness or anxiety and that you can only 
be in a good mood based off of something 
in your external environment. You can lit- 
erally take control of your mood in seconds 
and shift yourself into a happier state. Life 
Hack 101 Offered by GuidanceByL1i: 

When you are feeling like you need a 
shift in your mood, I want you to stand up, 
do some jumping jacks, run in place and 
smile, break out your favorite dance moves, 
clap your hands above your head while say- 
ing, “I’m living my best life!” at the top of 
your lungs. Do the moonwalk, the YMCA, 
or the running man. Think about bringing 
out your inner child; jump in a puddle or 
on the bed (laugh out loud), do a cartwheel 
(be careful), blow some bubbles and let the 
soap pop in your face! You see...by simply 
changing your bodies state by using body 
language, smiling and movement, you will 
automatically feel a shift in your mindset. 
Moving your body is a natural mood en- 
hancer and will release the stress and ele- 
vate your mood. You don’t need to do all 
of these things, just pick one and the next 
time you feel you need a pick-me-up in 
your day, try it out! I guarantee you, if you 
stand up and do the chicken dance you will 
have a smile on your face. When is the last 
time you tried? 


By: Liane Smola, Certified Personal & 
Workplace Grief Coach, Mentor 








swiftly. 


The death of a loved one, significant loss, change or simply 
the stress of everyday life can cause a wide range of emotions 
that are difficult to sort through on our own. Connect with us today 
for helpful tips and guidance to take control of your life again. 


Liane Smola, Certified Personal & Workplace Grief Coach, Mentor 


Contact Us Today for A Free Consultation 
Phone: (413) 386-4315 
Email: Guidancebyli@gmail.com 
Website: www.guidancebyli.com 
Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram @GuidanceByLi 


A safe place of support & guidance on your grief journey 
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“2 Pursue WELLNESS. 


AN INTEGRATIVE HEALTH CENTER & SPA 
WE FOCUS ON MAKING YOUR HEALTH OUR ones 


Our practitioners offer a variety of 
healing modalities. We offer deep 
dive plans and testing for the root 
cause of your symptoms as well as 
using an integrative approach for 
healing that includes nutrition. 


The center also offers unique to 
the area, infrared sauna and 
BioMat treatments to reduce 
stress, pain, and improve 
circulation. Our sauna assists with 
weight loss and anti-aging. We 
have classes and workshops that 
promote flexibility, stability and 
strength using our Yoga Wall. 


, . a 7.3 

124 Shaker Road, Suite B 
East Longmeadow, MA 
413-526-7990 
Www.pursuewellness.us 
By Appointment 


to advertise on this page and 
reach the communities of 
Ludlow, Wilbraham & Hampden! 
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Lauren Beaudin fires a throw 
across the diamond. 





AGAWAM - After missing 
the 2020 season, Minnechaug 
softball had a tough start in 2021, 
losing 12-0 to host Agawam last 
Friday. Mackenzie Blair got the 
start for Minnechaug and _ al- 
lowed 12 runs on six hits. She 
struggled with control, walking 
eight. The Falcons managed just 
one hit and two walks on offense. 


Mackenzie Blair 
fires a pitch for 
the Falcons. 
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Kayla White fields a grounder. 





Pioneers return to action 


It was not in front 

of any fans, but the 
Western Pioneers were 
back in action last 
Friday night 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW — When Maxi 
Viera first joined the Western 
Mass. Pioneers back in 2012, he 
knew very little about the histo- 
ry of the club and about historic 
Lusitano Stadium. 

Viera, who’s originally from 
Montevideo, Uruguay, is one of 
the Pioneers veteran players on 
this year’s team. He likes to tell 
the younger players how special 
it is to wear a Pioneers uniform 
and what it means to play home 
matches at the only soccer spe- 
cific stadium in New England. 

“Playing soccer matches at 
this stadium is very special be- 
cause of the history,” Viera said. 
“It’s also very important for us 
to have a successful season ev- 
ery year because we’re repre- 
senting both the club and this 
community.” 

The Pioneers, who finished 
in first place in the Northeast 
Division standings with an 11- 
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Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Maxi Viera makes a dodge to keep the ball from being taken away. 


0-3 mark, qualified for the USL 
League Two playoffs in 2019. 
They kicked off the 2021 cam- 
paign by posting a 3-0 shutout 
win over Fall River FC in a 
friendly match held under the 
bright lights at Lusitano Stadi- 
um, last Friday night. 

“The good thing about to- 
night’s match is that I had the 
opportunity to watch 20 players 
play prior to our first regular 
season match,’ said Pioneer’s 
head coach Federico Molinari. 
“We do have a bunch of re- 
turning players and a couple of 
newcomers. We just want to be 


a competitive team again this 
year.” 

Because of the COVID-19 
protocols, no spectators could 
attend last Friday’s friendly 
match. The 2020 soccer season 
was also canceled due to the 
pandemic. 

“It was very strange not 
playing any matches for the Pi- 
oneers last year, especially fol- 
lowing a very successful 2019 
season,’ Viera said. “We really 
want to perform well this season 
and make the playoffs again.” 

What makes attending 
matches at Lusitano Stadium so 


special for the Pioneers faithful 
supporters is the atmosphere. 

“Tt reminds me a lot of that 
soccer clubs that I played for 
back in Uruguay,” Viera added. 
“The soccer fans here have a lot 
of passion for the sport. It’s one 
of the reasons why we have so 
many international players on 
our team. When they come here 
and it feels like home to them, 
which is very special.” 

The Pioneers were scheduled 
to open the regular season with 
a road match against the Boston 
Bolts on Tuesday night. They’re 
also slated to play another road 
match against FC Malaga City, 
who’s a new team in the North- 
east Division on Saturday night 
before hosting the Seacoast 
United Phantoms in the home 
opener on May 21. 

The Pioneers officials are 
hoping a few fans will be al- 
lowed to attend the first home 
match of the regular season. 

For more information about 
how to purchase tickets online 
please visit wmpioneers.com. 

Another returning player this 
season 1s Blake Mullen, who’s 
the Pioneers starting goalkeep- 
er. He allowed a total of seven 
goals during the 2019 regular 
season. 

“Whenever you start a soccer 


Please see PIONEERS, page 9 
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start for Falcons 


www.sports.turley.com 


Kruczek 
picks up 
win at Star 
Speedway 


WALPOLE, N.H. -- Bry- 
an Kruczek passed the entire 
field -- at least twice -- en route 
to his first career Granite State 
Pro Stock Series win at Star 
Speedway on Saturday, May 8. 
Kruczek, who was fastest in time 
trials and won his heat race, start- 
ed seventh -- but had to go to the 
rear on at least two different oc- 
casions. The Bobby Webber Rac- 
ing driver didn’t let that slow him 
down, as he took the Vynorius 
No. 19 into Victory Lane in the 
third GSPSS race of the season, 
the Hedges Excavating 100. 

“T’m out of breath,’ Kruczek 
said, climbing from the car. 
“T had to pass a lot of cars out 
there. I can’t thank all of my 
guys enough, my guys are sec- 
ond to none. Bobby Webber lets 
me come out here and tells me to 
hand him the steering wheel or 
the trophy. We have some awe- 
some sponsors.” 

Angelo Belsito and Joey 
Pole started on the front row 
-- with Belisto taking the early 
advantage looking for his sec- 
ond straight win, and former se- 
ries champion Devin O’Connell 
mounting an early charge to the 
lead with 33 laps complete. Pole 
took the lead on a restart with 58 
laps to go, but couldn’t hold back 
the charges of Kruczek in the late 
laps. 

Kruczek’s day included con- 
tact and a spin by Jacob Dore, 
which sent both to the rear, and 
contact and a spin with Evan 
Beaulieu, which sent both to the 
rear. He pitted multiple times to 
the attention of his Bobby Web- 
ber Racing crew, but the car was 
right at the end. He passed Pole 
for the top spot with 24 laps to 
go -- however, a caution late gave 
Pole on last chance. 

Pole edged out for the lead 
on the restart, crossing the line 
out front at lap 94 -- but slight 
contact a few laps later sent him 
backwards, and eventually spin- 
ning down the frontstretch, end- 
ing his day early. Kruczek held 
off a final charge from Josh King 
over the final laps to seal the vic- 
tory. 

King was second, followed 
by Dore, Belsito and _ Der- 
ek Gluchacki. Tyler Tomassi 
was sixth, while Gabe Brown, 
Beaulieu, O’Connell and Kevin 
Casper finished the top-10. 

The Granite State Pro Stock 
Series returns to the track on 
Sunday, May 30, as part of a Me- 
morial Day weekend special at 
Claremont Motorsports Park. For 
more information on the Granite 


Please see RACING, page 9 









Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 
Twins pitcher Dan Benoit fires to the plate. 


Valley Wheel 
action opens 


SUFFIELD, Conn. — The Valley Wheel Over-28 Base- 
ball League, like many other leagues in 2020, lost its sea- 
son last year due to the pandemic. Players in the league 
participated in their first action in almost two years last 
Sunday, May 2. The league features six teams playing 
most of its games on Sunday afternoons. The league did 
have its traditional Saturday matinee for Mother’s Day 
weekend this past week. 





Kevin Little, of Palmer, 
pitches in the opening 
game for the Angels at 

Suffield High School. 
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Angels third baseman Mike Dean, of Wilbraham, fields a 
grounder. 
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Justin Morin makes a throw to first. 


The Valley Wheel Over-28 Baseball League opened up 
play last week after the 2020 was cancelled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
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team, you normally begin at 
the back (goalkeeper) and 
work forward,’ said Viera, 
who’s also the girls’ varsi- 
ty soccer coach at Ludlow 
High School. “Blake had 
an amazing season for us 
two years ago. It gives you 
a lot of confidence having 
a talented goalie like him 
back there. We’re hoping 
he has another great season 
this year.” 

Mullen, of Manchester, 
Conn., played soccer at St. 
Joseph’s College in Maine. 
That’s where he first met 
Molinari. 

“T was playing for a National Pre- 
miere Soccer League team in Maine 
and Federico found me,’ Mullen 
said. “I tried out for the team and I 
was a backup goalie my first year 
playing here. It was a step up for me 
and I learned a lot that season. Fed- 
erico 1S an outstanding coach. I’ve 
also learned a lot from Jon Voight, 
who’s our goalie coach.” 

Mullen became the Pioneers 
starter in 2019 and he was the USL 
League Two Golden Glove winner 
that season. 

“Tt’s a very special award to me, 
but I couldn’t have done it without 
the help of my defense,’ he said. 
“We had a great defense, and it was 
a special season for us.” 

The Pioneers only returning de- 
fender is Federico Gutierrez. 

Mullen has enjoyed playing 
home matches at Lusitano Stadium. 

“It’s awesome when all of the 


Chaney Nash Gibney gets the ball 
ready to fly. 








fans are here supporting 
us,’ Mullen said. “It push- 
es us to play a little bit 
harder because whenev- 
er you do lose a game at 
this stadium, the fans are 
disappointed. The atmo- 
sphere is always great fol- 
lowing a victory.” 

Mullen was _ replaced 
by Robert Montanaro in 
the middle of the second 
half. 

Another returning 
player is Connor Hicks, 
who lives in Monson. 

“T was mainly a prac- 
tice player in 2019, but I 
did get to play in a playoff 
game,’ said Hicks, a member of the 
AIC men’s soccer team. “It was just 
an awesome experience for me.” 

When Hicks was younger, he at- 
tended a lot of the Pioneers games at 
the stadium. 

“T remember coming to the Pi- 
oneers games when they played on 
a grass field,’ Hicks said. “It’s now 
a turf field, but it’s one of the best 
stadiums I’ve ever played soccer at. 
I really enjoy playing soccer for this 
team. I know that I'll have to work 
very hard at practice to get some 
playing time this year.” 

One of the Pioneers newcomers is 
Gabriel Ganzer, who is from Brazil 
and is living in Chicopee. He scored 
a goal and added an assist during the 
first half against Fall River. 

Guillermo Deal, who’s a return- 
ing player, and newcomer Andrew 
Barrowman scored the Pioneers oth- 
er two goals. 
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~ Submitted photos 
Bryan Kruczek was the winner in the Granite State Pro 
Stock race last weekend. 
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State Pro Stock Series, 
visit gspss.net and follow 
the series on social me- 


Gabe Brown 
Evan Beaulieu 
Devin O’ Connell 


dia. Kevin Casper 
Bobby Cabral 

The Finish: Bill Helliwell 
Bryan Kruczek Joey Pole 
Josh King Bobby Pelland 
Jacob Dore TJ Bleau 
Angelo Belsito Mike Mitchell 
Derek Gluchacki Luke Hinkley 
Tyler Tomassi 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Wilbraham Hampden Times 
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Premier Lacrosse League training 


camp to be held 


FOXBOROUGH — The Premier La- 
crosse League (PLL) powered by Ticket- 
master announced today it will be holding 
their 2021 Training Camp at Gillette Sta- 
dium from May 28 through June 3, 2021 
leading up to their Week | matchups at 
Gillette Stadium. 

“There’s not a venue as closely con- 
nected to lacrosse, with world-class facil- 
ities and amenities like Gillette Stadium 
and One Patriot Place,’ says co-founder 
and CEO, Mike Rabil. “With our opening 
weekend of games slated for June 4th, our 
athletes will receive the best care while 
preparing for the start of the season on 
location.” 

During this time, PLL players will 
take part in official team practices, scrim- 
mages, preseason workouts, film sessions, 
and educational workshops with their 
coaches ahead of their regular season de- 
buts. Training Camp will be closed to the 
public, but tickets are still available for 
Opening Weekend at Ticketmaster.com. 

“We look forward to hosting the PLL’s 
Training Camp at Gillette Stadium for the 
first time this spring, in addition to host- 
ing the league’s Opening Weekend,” said 
Kraft Group President-International Dan 
Kraft, who was a collegiate lacrosse goal- 
ie for Tufts University in the 1980s and 
served on the executive Board of the 2018 
Federation of International Lacrosse’s 
World Championships Host Committee. 
“Hosting training camp is another import- 
ant step in our strong relationship with the 


PLL and we cannot wait to welcome the 
nation’s best lacrosse players, including 
former Patriot Chris Hogan, back to Gil- 
lette Stadium. While training camp will 
be closed to the public, we are excited to 
welcome fans to Gillette Stadium June 4 
through June 6 to enjoy five riveting PLL 
matchups all weekend long.” 

As part of PLL’s Training Camp, 
pre-season exhibition games will be host- 
ed at Veterans Memorial Stadium on June 
1. More information on schedule and tick- 
ets for pre-season exhibition games forth- 
coming. 

The PLL season will begin at Gillette 
Stadium for the second time, getting un- 
derway with a primetime matchup be- 
tween Cannons LC and Redwoods LC 
under the lights on Friday, June 4. Satur- 
day’s slate includes a championship re- 
match between Whipsnakes LC and Cha- 
os LC, followed by Archers LC taking on 
Atlas LC. On Sunday afternoon, Cannons 
LC will return to the field against Water- 
dogs LC, and the weekend will be capped 
off with a matchup between Chrome LC 
and Redwoods LC. 

The entire 2021 PLL season will be 
viewable on the NBCU family of net- 
works, with all games available to stream 
live and on-demand on Peacock. The 
2021 season will feature more than half 
of its games on NBC and NBCSN, with 
a full broadcast schedule to be announced 
at a later date. 





RMV cautions customers about scam 


BOSTON -— The Massachusetts Regis- 
try of Motor Vehicles is cautioning cus- 
tomers to be aware of a text phishing scam 
that has been reported here in the com- 
monwealth and in other states. The scam 
reportedly involves customers receiving 
text messages, claiming to be from the 
“DMV,” which direct them to click on 
a provided link to update their personal 
identifying contact information. Custom- 
ers can identify this type of text as a phish- 
ing scam because it includes “DMV” and 
in Massachusetts DMV is not the name of 
the Registry of Motor Vehicles; in Mas- 
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the Hampden Police Department during 
BY 2022, 

For FY 2022, Police Chief Scott 
Trombly will receive a yearly salary of 
$100,000, and general police salaries, 
including Trombly’s, will amount to 
$1,217,274. 

“The police salaries have remained the 
same in the budget this year,’ said Fitz- 
gerald. “It’s based on two issues; one 1s 
that the police salaries are currently in ne- 
gotiation so we don’t have final numbers 
on those. We expect to have those by the 
fall.” 

The town also kept dispatch salaries in 
the budget. When the town’s consolidation 
with Wilbraham dispatch services 1s final- 
ized, Hampden will save approximately 


sachusetts, the name of the Registry 1s 
abbreviated as “RMV.” Any text using the 
phrase “Department of Motor Vehicles” 
or “DMV” should be deleted. 

Please note that the RMV does not 
send unsolicited requests for personal 
and/or contact information to customers 
by text. Any communication by text from 
the RMV would be as a result of a cus- 
tomer-initiated request or transaction. 

For the latest Registry updates and in- 
formation, please check Mass.gov/RMV 
or follow the RMV on Twitter @Mass- 
RMV. 


$300,000, flattening out the overall bud- 
get increase, which Fitzgerald considers 
to be, “a pretty significant achievement.” 

The Hampden Fire Department will be 
allotted $380,000 for FY 2022; Fire Chief 
Ed Poulin will receive a yearly salary of 
$28,949, and the department’s total sala- 
ries will amount to $182,000. 

A total of $100,000 will be allotted to 
snow and ice removal for FY 2022. The 
Highway Department’s total FY 2022 
budget will amount to $967,301. 

A sum of $172,946 will be set aside 
for the Hampden Free Public Library in 
FY 2022, while ambulance services will 
cost $342,990 in FY 2022. 

For FY 2022, local government debt 
will amount to $904,718, and total gener- 
al government costs are expected to equal 
$2,070,456. 





ETHICS from page 1 


around.” Tons of hiring takes place in the 
school district, he said, and the policy 
around hiring relatives of existing em- 
ployees is “very nebulous.” He also point- 
ed out that Ganem had accepted responsi- 
bility for the problem. 

Kennedy said although Ganem should 
have brought the issue to the committee 
beforehand, “I do know He also said the 


committee would have to wait and see 
what the commission says about the situ- 
ation. “I do know that the moral compass 
that Superintendent Ganem has is one that 
I’m jealous of,’ he said. 

The Ethics Commission does not com- 
ment on whether it is conducting an inves- 
tigation but will comment if it takes steps, 
such as declaration that a conflict-of-in- 
terest has occurred and any other actions, 
such as fines, which it levies. 
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Springfield Garden Club Annual 
Plant Sale — Scholarship Fundraiser 


SPRINGFIELD — May 22, 2021 is the 
Springfield Garden Club’s Annual Plant 
Sale from 9 a.m. to noon on the campus 
of the Springfield Museums, 21 Edwards 
Street, Springfield, MA 01103. The club 
members are excited to be able to offer a 
wide variety of plants to the public again 
this year, with appropriate COVID-19 pre- 
cautions in place. A spring tradition and 
the Club’s major scholarship fundraiser, 
this is not the kind of plant sale that focuses 
on re-selling plants from wholesale grow- 
ers. With the exception of a few donations 
from generous area garden centers, these 
plants are from members’ gardens or have 
been grown from seed specifically for the 
sale. This is a major fund raiser for our 
scholarship program and a lot of fun for 
club members and our customers alike. We 


LOVE to talk about the plants we are offer- 
ing and, with many experienced gardeners 
and Master Gardeners among us, can of- 
fer useful suggestions on which plants to 
buy or answers to some of your gardening 
questions. The Springfield Garden Club 
awards an annual scholarship to a grad- 
uating high school senior, undergraduate 
or graduate college student majoring in a 
full-time plant science or environmental 
studies program, such as horticulture, flo- 
riculture, landscape design, conservation, 
forestry, botany, agronomy, plant pathol- 
ogy, environmental control, land manage- 
ment or other allied fields. Using proceeds 
from past plant sales, the club has given 
out over $70,000 in scholarships to stu- 
dents in the last 30 years and we look for- 
ward to adding to that this year! 





AGING from page 4 


ceries to low income seniors, currently 
is at 100 people. Not because we can- 
not get food or volunteers or there is 
no need, but solely because there is not 
enough space to bring in more food to be 
packaged. There are seniors who are go- 
ing without simply due to lack of space. 
That is unacceptable. Even pre-COVID, 
some classes and lectures had to turn 
people away. As for the vaccination 
clinics, appointments had to be spaced 
out at longer intervals due to the size of 
the space, slowing down the vaccination 
rate in town. 

A larger dining area with a kitchen 
would allow us to provide meals five 
days a week. There are many studies 
showing seniors have better health in 
congregate meal situations. Many se- 
niors suffer from malnutrition simply 
because eating alone is not appealing. 








- 





Kd 
Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 


Auto 
Sales & Service 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


¢ 2 y 


Auta Repair 





They get a nutritious meal for low cost 
and they feel a sense of community. 
Studies show 30 mins a day or more of 
social interaction decreases risk of Alz- 
heimer’s and other dementias, lowers 
stress and increases immune response. 
As an registered nurse in a local senior 
center for 10 years, I can cite countless 
instances where the fact that a senior was 
a regular attendant at meals or classes 
actually saved their lives. Other seniors 
would come to the staff to say “so and so 
has not been to exercise or lunch since 
last week” prompting a wellness check. 
If you lived alone and fell or became ill, 
who would know? 

I will discuss benefits to our entire 
town in my next article. Feel free to 
reach out with questions or comments 
for me at seniorinfo2021@ gmail.com. 

Diane Weston is a registered nurse 
and a member of the Senior Center 
Building Committee. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
LUBE - OIL - FILTER | 
With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
Os Excludes 
$292 diesel & 


synthetic 






















Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 4/30/21 T 
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EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10% OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 4/30/21 T 


re | 


WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT CHECK | 


$69°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 4/30/21 T 





e 10% Senior Discount Every Day! 
(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 


e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 
e Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 


Sees UNIAN (ED) 
Or at et 


"ye Mensache rs Fgeced Seee fey ep 





5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
vy RD t:5° Ey oy (oe efoto hi <i - pty (eo) [- 





TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 


May 13, 2021 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 





WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul@gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2***exee*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 












> BUY/SELL 


giles 


REPEAT g 


WITH THE CLASSIFIEDS! 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Town: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone 
eee ee ere State Zips 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
_ CE. Date — CW 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


[ | 

ee 
Bole 
SI-p 
Coe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 














Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 








EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price Cy, ues 
Add asecond ZONE __ $10.00 





Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


: $ 
Addathird ZONE  %5.00 
Subtotal a 


x Number of Weeks ae 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, and surrounding 
towns. Call 413-536-3697. 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till gar- 
dens, flower beds wherever. Be safe 
grow your own. Operator fully vaccinat- 
ed. Call Bob 413-626-1927. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER does 
sheds, garages and ranches, not fast, 
but does good work (413)786-7924., 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. BOBCAT 
WORK. Family owned/ operated since 
1950 (413)537-5090 





May 13, 2021 
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TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We 
clean out all. Prompt courteous ser- 
vice. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Dumpster service available. DiRico 
Properties (413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UP 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 








Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0001CA 
In the matter of: 
Jaeden Michal Frankhauser 
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME 

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Jaeden Michal 
Frankhauser of Wilbraham, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to: 

Frank Michal Frankhauser 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear- 
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 05/20/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: April 26, 2021 
Rosemary A. Saccomani 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CARS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy. V5 ie] asa) 
De ae 





AUTO FOR SALE 


For Sale 2010 Toyota Tacoma TRD 
Sport. 4 Door, 6 Foot Bed, 109300 
Miles, Excellent Condition. Call 
(413)283-4266 or (413)531-0554 


MOTORCYCLES 


2015 Honda Rebel 250 Showroom. 
2600 Miles. $3000 Firm (413)374- 
8810 


Classified 
Advertising 
DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 


of Applicability filed by 
Massachusetts Electric 
Company under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw to 
determine whether the work 
depicted on plans including 
the placement of a utility pole 
is subject to the Wilbraham 
Wetland Bylaw. The work 
proposed will occur within the 
100-foot buffer zone to Inland 
Bank of an unnamed intermit- 
tent stream and will be located 
adjacent to 155 Mountain 
Road. Information relating to 
this application is on file with 
the Conservation 
Commission. Due to the 
ongoing Covid-19 public 
health emergency the Town 
Office Building remains 
closed to the public and this 
public meeting will be con- 
ducted exclusively via remote 
participation. The instructions 
to remotely join and partici- 
pate in the public meeting will 
be on the agenda that will be 
posted on the town website on 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 





GARDEN/LANDSCAPING AS- 
SISTANT The Gardens of Wilbraham 
is seeking a per-diem outdoor garden 
& landscaping assistant. Must pos- 
sess experience in care of property & 
landscaping & have excellent people 
skills. Interested candidates please 
send/fax resume: The Gardens of 
Wilbraham, 2 Lodge Ln, Wilbra- 
ham, MA 01095 Fax: (413)596- 
5320, Melissa@thegardensof- 
wilbraham.com EOE 


HANDYMAN, PART-TIME for 
buildings in Monson, Ludlow and 
Westfield. $20/hr or more. 413-687- 
2813 


or before May 20, 2021. 
Christopher Brown, 
Chairman 
05/13/2021 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 

In accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 
15C (“Scenic Roads Act’’) 
and M.G.L. Chapter 87 
Section 3 (“Public Shade 
Tree Act’), the Wilbraham 
Planning Board and the 
Wilbraham Tree Warden will 
hold a joint Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, June 2, 2021 
at 6:15 PM by remote par- 
ticipation to solicit public 
comment regarding a request 
by the Wilbraham 
Department of Public Works 
to disturb several stone walls 
and remove nine shade trees 
of various species and diame- 
ters located on the western 
side of Stony Hill Road 
between Dipping Hole Road 
and Mark Road in order to 


MAINTENANCE POSITION Ap- 
plicant will be responsible for general 
maintenance of Memorial Park and 
the baseball/soccer fields at Thornton 
Burgess. Applicant must be a least 
18 years old and will report to the 
members of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission. Hours are flexible and 
will vary by time of year. Experience 
in pool maintenance and landscap- 
ing as well as the use of landscaping 
equipment is a plus but not required. 
For more information please contact 
Parks at (413)566-2151 x108 or 
parks@hampdenma.gov. 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC., a local manufacturer of 
cold drawn and rolled metal shapes is 
accepting applications for various po- 
sitions, 1st & 2nd shifts. Engineer-Ma- 
chine Operator-Fork Lift Driver- CAD/ 
CAM/ EDM-General Mill-Maintenance. 
Candidates should demonstrate a 
good work ethic, be dependable, have 
good judgment, and be a team player. 
Candidates must have basic reading, 
writing, and math skills, excellent com- 
munication skills and be able to pay 
close attention to detail. Based on ex- 
perience we offer competitive compen- 
sation and a comprehensive benefits 
package. Visit www.rathboneprofiles. 
com for employment applications and 

submit online, via email to linda. 
dias@rathboneprofiles.com 

or mail to 1241 Park Street, Palm- 
er, MA 01069. Rathbone is proud to 
be an equal opportunity workplace and 
is an affirmative action employer. 


Buying? Selling? 
——¢ *) 


Our 
Classifieds 
Get Results! 





install sidewalks. A plan 
showing the location of the 
trees is available for review 
in the Engineering 
Department during normal 
business hours and posted for 
public viewing on the 
Planning Board page of the 
Town website at www.wil- 
brahamma.gov/123/ 
Planning-Board. 

While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pub- 
lic health emergency, the pub- 
lic may remotely join and par- 
ticipate in the public hearing 
while in progress using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 
encing technology by follow- 
ing the instructions on the 
meeting agenda that will be 
posted on the town website on 
or about May 28, 2021. 

Jeffrey Smith, Planning 

Board Chairman 

David Graziano, Tree Warden 
05/13, 05/20/2021 
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RETIRED - DO HELPFUL WORK 
FROM HOME! PT, Independent, 
intermittent, flexible work conducting 
USDA-NASS surveys. Now by phone, 
field visits to resume in coming months. 
$13.65/hr, .56 per mile. Requires good 
car, proof of Lic./Ins., must be able to 
travel/walk ¥ mi. iPad provided, paid 
training. Ag experience not required. 
For info: www.nasda.org/nass To 
apply: email cover letter, resume to 
staceygb.nasda@gmail.com 

Fair Employment Opportunity Employer 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Looking 
for reliable DPW Worker, P/T Recycling 
Attendant, and Seasonal DPW Main- 
tenance Worker. For application and 
more information please visit www. 
wilbraham-ma.gov. Application 
Deadline 05/28/21 at 4:30 PM. EOE 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 





VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol. 
com for more information. 


WANTED TO 
RENT 


SEMI-RETIRED COUPLE, Seek- 
ing an Apartment or Small House. 
Responsible, Clean, Quite, Handy. 
Chicopee area preferred. (413)847- 
0402 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


Town of Wilbraham 

MCINTOSH DRIVE 

WATER BOOSTER 

SYSTEM 2021 

Notice of Invitation for Bids 

The Town of Wilbraham 
invites sealed bids for the pur- 
chase of the McIntosh Drive 
Water Booster System. Bids 
must be made in accordance 
with all applicable Federal, 
State and Town laws and regu- 
lations and must comply in all 
respects with the instructions, 
conditions, specifications and 
other requirements in the 
Invitation for Bid packages. 

Bid packages can be 
obtained from the Department 
of Public Works, Town Hall, 
240 Springfield Street, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 (413- 
596-2800 x208). Bids in 
sealed, opaque envelopes shall 
be marked “McIntosh Drive 
Water Booster System 2021 
Bid” and delivered to the 
above address by 3:00 p.m. 
on Monday June 7, 2021 
where they will be publicly 
opened. All bids must be sub- 


mitted on the official Standard 
Bid Form, included in the bid 
packages. Bids packages must 
include the signed Non- 
Collusion and Non- 
Discrimination paperwork. No 
bidder may withdraw his bid 
for a period of forty-five days, 
excluding Saturdays, Sundays 
and Holidays, after the actual 
date of opening of the bids. 
Attendance is required at 
the pre-bid meeting on 
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 
10:00 am at 11V McIntosh 
Drive, Wilbraham MA 
01095. 
The Town reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive minor informalities 
or irregularities in any bid, 
and to make an award in any 
manner consistent with the 
law and deemed to be in the 
best interest of the Town of 
Wilbraham. 
Tonya L. Basch, P.E. 
Director of Public Works/ 
Town Engineer 

05/13/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Register of Probate 
wee ARE NOW ONLINE 
LEGAL NOTICE Email all Access archives and Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
Town of Wilbraham notices to digital tear sheets by public notice web site to search all notices in 


The Wilbraham Conser- 
vation Commission will hold 
a public meeting on Monday, 
May 24, 2021 at 7:00 PM on 
the Request for Determination 


newspaper title. Massachusetts newspapers. 


notices@turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 





/ 





=. -> 


John Broderick Xiomara DeLobato Dagmar Mechem Lisa Murray 
Selectman Town Moderator School Committee School Committee 


VOTE 


Dedicated, Qualified & Responsive 





May I5, 2021 @ MRHS - 8:30 AM - 6:30 PM 





Brenna Levitin Karen Grycel Karen Rucks Walker John McCloskey Carole Tardif 
Library Trustee Library Trustee Housing Authority Planning Board Town Clerk 


PAID FOR BY THE WILBRAHAM DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE 


TITANS TOGETHER. ~ 


Our community supports and celebrates one anothe, 
whether from across the room or across the globe. 


Learn more about the student experience, schedule a campus tour and apply for Fall 2021. 
Grades 6-12, PG > wwaywma.us/admission « 413. 596.6811 < 





